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2004. It has followed a declining trend since then, moving back to just above 60 percent for 

the second term of Jacob Zuma in 2014, and reaching a historically low level of 57.5 percent 

in 2019. While the last three elections have therefore shown slow signs of erosion in support 

for the government, the ANC remains by far the dominant party today. Its hegemony draws in 

part on its Tripartite Alliance with the powerful Congress of South African Trade Unions 

(COSATU) and the South African Communist Party (SACP), which have not contested any 

democratic election separately from the ANC since democratization. 

 

Opposition to the ANC since 1994 has remained weak and diverse. The main serious 

contenders to the ruling party have been parties bringing together the majority of White South 

Africans. These have included the National Party (NP) and its successor the New National 

Party (NNP), who represented the legacy of apartheid governments and lost significance at 

the end of the 1990s. They were replaced by the newly created Democratic Alliance (DA) in 

2003, resulting from a merger between the more liberal Democratic Party and the NNP.3 The 

DA has since then been the main opposition to the ANC in parliament and in local elections, 

especially in the Western and Eastern Cape where it has successfully conquered a number of 

localities. Ideologically, the DA can generally be considered as centrist, promoting a mixed 

economy combining increased social spending, fiscal sustainability and deregulation of the 

labor market. Together, the group of parties consisting in the NP, the NNP, and the DA have 

received between 15 percent and 20 percent of votes since 1994.  

 

Other opposition parties have mainly consisted in regional parties or in splits from the ANC. 

In 1994, the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) of Mangosuthu Buthelezi received 10.5 percent of 

popular votes, campaigning on a platform of Zulu localism and greater autonomy for 

                                                

 

3 The merger between the NNP and the DP was aborted, but a number of members of the NNP remained in the 

organization, as did the new name of the party. 
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White South Africans in the top 1 percent of the distribution always exceeded 95 percent 

(Alvaredo and Atkinson 2010). 

 

The particularly high levels of economic inequalities in South Africa, combined with their 

predominantly racial dimension, implied that the post-apartheid era came with a dual 

economy lacking any significant middle class. The end of institutionalized segregation in the 

middle of the 1990s did create new opportunities for previously marginalized groups. Yet, 

income or wealth inequalities did not decrease. Quite the contrary: a number of empirical 

studies have converged in documenting a rise in overall income disparities at least since 1993 

(Bhorat and van der Westhuizen 2008; Leibbrandt et al. 2010; Wittenberg 2014). This rise has 

been driven by the top end of the distribution, with the top 1 percent and the top 0.1 percent 

benefiting from more pronounced increases in average incomes (Alvaredo and Atkinson 

2010; Bassier and Woolard 2018). Available evidence does not suggest that wealth inequality 

has declined either: the top 10 percent of the wealth distribution has consistently held over 85 

percent of aggregate household wealth since 1993, more than any known country around the 

world, and there are even signs of increasing concentration within top wealth groups 

(Chatterjee, Czajka and Gethin 2020). 

 

Growing income and wealth disparities did come, however, with significant changes in the 

racial composition of middle- and upper-income groups. Average income gaps have 

significantly decreased, especially between Black and White South Africans. The rise in top 

income groups has correspondingly been driven by higher inequality within racial groups, and 

in particular within the African population (van der Berg and Louw 2003; Statistics South 

Africa 2017). Put differently, the post-apartheid era came with the co-optation of a new, more 

racially diverse elite while leaving the overall socioeconomic structure mostly unchanged. 

These changes should also not be exaggerated: according to survey data, the share of Blacks 

in the top 10 percent increased only from 25 percent in 1995 to 35 percent in 2008, while their 

share in the top 1 percent did not exceed 16 percent in 2008 (Morival 2011). 
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The Persistent Intersectionality of Racial and Social Divides 

 

The previous discussion highlighted potential interactions between new political movements, 

persisting inequalities, and changing social structures since the transition to democracy. I now 

turn to the explicit study of the structure of political cleavages in South Africa by using 

political attitudes surveys from two main sources. The Institute for Democratic Alternatives in 

South Africa (IDASA) conducted the first national election study in 1994, a few months after 

the election took place. In 1998 and 1999, IDASA surveyed again South African voters in a 

series of opinion polls prior to the 1999 election.6 Since 2004, other post-electoral surveys 

have been conducted in the context of the Comparative National Elections Project (2004, 

2009, 2014) and the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (2014). However, due to 

limitations in the number of available socio-demographic variables and the sample sizes (less 

than 1,500 respondents), I choose to rather rely on the 2004, 2009, 2014, and 2017 South 

African Social Attitudes Surveys (SASAS) to cover the more recent elections.7 This leaves us 

with a dataset covering all general elections since the end of apartheid and providing 

consistent information on voting patterns as well as on the main socio-demographic 

                                                

 

6 To increase the reliability of estimates, I use the fourth wave of the 1998-1999 IDASA polls, which took place 

shortly before the election. 

7 The 2019 SASAS survey was unfortunately not yet available at the time of writing, and neither were other 

post-electoral surveys which could be used to cover the 2019 election, so I use the 2017 survey to get a rough 

sense of changes in electoral behaviors between 2014 and 2019. These results should be considered preliminary. 
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percent), North and South Sotho (17 percent), Tswana (9 percent), and a number of other 

local languages according to the surveys used in this paper (see Table 1). According to the 

2017 SASAS survey, about 60 percent of White voters speaks Afrikaans and 40 percent 

English, and the same more or less holds for Coloureds.11 The large majority of Indians and 

Asians are native English speakers. Languages are correlated to geographical areas, though 

not perfectly: most Zulus live in the Eastern and Northern provinces of KwaZulu-Natal and 

Gauteng, while the Xhosa are more numerous in the Eastern and Western Cape. The White 

population is more concentrated in the Cape region; KwaZulu-Natal hosts a higher proportion 

of the Indian population. Therefore, race, geography, and language are related, but there are 

not synonymous. This opens the way to other forms of political conflicts cutting across 

traditional racial affiliations. 

 

Figure 8 plots the vote shares received by the ANC by language between 1994 and 2014. 

Strong divisions across linguistic groups primarily illustrate the difference between the 

languages spoken by Blacks and those spoken by other population groups. Support for the 

ANC never exceeded 25 percent among Afrikaans- and English-speaking voters, while it was 

systematically higher than 60 percent among native speakers of Sotho, Tswana, and Xhosa. 

Zulus used to be in between these two extremes but gradually moved closer to the second 

group: about 65 percent of Zulu speakers voted for the ANC in 1994 as compared to 80 

percent in 2014. This transformation directly mirrors the decline of the Inkatha Freedom 

Party, the only serious ethnic-based contender to the ANC within the Black population. The 

opposite trend is visible among Xhosa-speaking groups, who used to display the highest 

support for the ruling party (with 96 percent voting for Mandela in 1994) and were the least 

supportive of the ANC after Afrikaans and English speakers in 2014 (with 77 percent voting 

                                                

 

11 See appendix Figures C1 to C10 for detailed information on the composition of the South African population 

and the relationships between race, regional locations, education, income, and language. 
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Figure 1 - General election results in South Africa, 1994-2019

African National Congress Democratic Alliance / National Party

Inkatha Freedom Party Economic Freedom Fighters

Other parties

Source: author's computations using official election results.
Note: the figure shows the share of votes received by selected South African political parties in the general
elections of 1994, 1999, 2004, 2009, 2014 and 2019.
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Figure 2 - Vote for the ANC by population group, 1994-2019

White Coloured Asian African

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of votes received by the African National Congress among voters
belonging to different population groups between 1994 and 2014. The ANC has received more than 70% of
votes among African voters, as compared to less than 10% of White votes in all years.
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Figure 3 - Vote for the ANC among Africans, 1994-2019

Difference between (% of Africans voting ANC) and (% other population groups voting ANC)

After controlling for income, education, gender, age, province, location, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of votes received by the African National Congress 
among Africans and the share of votes received by the ANC among other population groups between 1994 
and 2014, before and after controlling for other variables. Africans have always been more likely to support 
the ANC than other population groups by at least 60 percentage points.
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Figure 4 - Vote for the ANC by income group, 1994-2019

1994 1999 2004

2009 2014 2019

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by income quintile and
among the ninth decile and the top 10% of earners. Between 70% and 85% of bottom 20% earners have
supported the ANC in all years, as compared to between 5% and 35% of those belonging to the top 10%.
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Figure 5 - Vote for the ANC among low-income voters, 1994-2019

Difference between (% of bottom 50% earners voting ANC) and (% of top 50% earners voting ANC)

After controlling for population group

After controlling for pop. group, age, gender, education, region, language, location, emp. status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of bottom 50% earners voting ANC and the share
of top 50% earners voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls. The bottom 50% have been
more likely to support the ANC than other voters by 15-30 percentage points in all years. After controlling for
population group, this difference is reduced to between -5 and 10 percentage points.
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Figure 6 - Vote for ANC by income among Africans, 1994-2019

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 D9 Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of Africans supporting the ANC in general elections by income quintile and
among the ninth decile and the top 10% of earners. Between 80% and 90% of bottom 20% African earners
have supported the ANC in all years. The share of top 10% African voters supporting the ANC has
decreased from 87% in 1994 to 67% in 2014.
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Figure 7 - Vote for the ANC among top African income groups, 
1994-2019

Difference between (% of top 10% Africans voting ANC) and (% of bottom 90% Africans voting ANC)

After controlling for region, education, age, gender, language, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of top 10% African voters voting ANC and the share
of bottom 90% African voters voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls. The top 10% of
African voters used to be more likely to support the ANC in 1994, while they were less likely to do so in 2019
by 25 percentage points.
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Figure 8 - Vote for the ANC by language, 1994-2019

Afrikaans English Zulu North / South Sotho Tswana Xhosa Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections depending on the first
language spoken at home. Less than 25% of Afrikaans and English speakers supported the ANC in all
years, compared to more than 60% of Sotho and Tswana speakers.
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Figure 9 - Vote for the ANC among zulu speakers, 1994-2019

Difference between (% of Zulu speakers voting ANC) and (% of other Africans voting ANC)

After controlling for income, education, age, gender, rural/urban, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of zulu-speaking African voters voting ANC and the
share of other African voters voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls. Zulu speakers used
to be less likely to vote for the ANC by 19 percentage points. This difference had come close to zero in
2014.
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Figure 10 - Vote for the ANC among xhosa speakers, 1994-2019

Difference between (% of xhosa speakers voting ANC) and (% of other Africans voting ANC)

After controlling for income, education, age, gender, rural/urban, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of xhosa-speaking African voters voting ANC and
the share of other African voters voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls. Xhosa speakers
used to be more likely to vote for the ANC by 14 percentage points. They were less likely to do so by 6
percentage points in 2014.



1994 1999 2004 2009 2014 2019
Population groups
Black/African 69% 71% 72% 72% 74% 76%
White/European 19% 17% 15% 14% 13% 11%
Coloured 10% 9% 10% 11% 10% 10%
Indian/Asian 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%
Languages
Afrikaans 19% 18% 18% 18% 16% 14%
English 12% 11% 11% 11% 10% 10%
Zulu 23% 20% 24% 22% 20% 22%
Xhosa 14% 16% 14% 16% 16% 14%
North Sotho 7% 10% 9% 7% 9% 10%
South Sotho 8% 9% 8% 7% 8% 9%
Tswana 8% 9% 7% 8% 9% 9%
Other 9% 8% 10% 11% 12% 12%
Regions
Eastern / Western / Northern Cape 31% 27% 27% 29% 27% 25%
Free State 6% 7% 6% 6% 5% 5%
KwaZulu-Natal 22% 21% 21% 20% 18% 19%
Other regions 40% 45% 46% 45% 50% 51%
Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the table shows descriptive statistics for selected variables. In 2014, 74% of the voting age population considered itself to be Black, while 13% 
were White.

Table 1 - The structure of the South African voting age population, 1994-2019



Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Most important issue: HIV/AIDS 14% 20% 12%
Most important issue: Unemployment 70% 67% 59%
Most important issue: Racism / Xenophobia 2% 1% 5%
Most important issue: Crime and Safety 7% 8% 16%
Most important issue: Other 7% 4% 8%
Agrees government should redistribute land to Blacks 81% 82% 73%
Trusts national governments 31% 30% 40%
Knows no white people, even as acquaintances 56% 45% 38%

Table 2 - Political opinions of Black South Africans by income group, 2017

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the table decomposes the political opinions of Black South Africans by income group in 2017, according to the SASAS survey. 70% 
of poorest 50% Black South Africans believe that unemployment is the most important problem of South Africa, as compared to 59% of top 
10% Black South African earners.
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Figure A1 - Vote for the ANC among top Coloured / Asian income 
groups, 1994-2019

Difference between (% of top 10% Coloureds/Asians voting ANC) and (% of bottom 90%
Coloureds/Asians voting ANC)

After controlling for region, education, age, gender, language, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of top 10% Coloured / Asian voters voting ANC and
the share of bottom 90% Coloured / Asian voters voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls.
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Figure A2 - Vote for ANC by wealth group, 2004-2019

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 D9 Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by wealth quintile and
among the ninth decile and the top 10% of wealth owners.
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Figure A3 - Vote for the ANC among bottom wealth groups, 2004-
2019

Difference between (% of bottom 50% wealth voting ANC) and (% of top 50% wealth voting ANC)

After controlling for population group

After controlling for pop. group, gender, education, region, language, location, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of poorest 50% voters in terms of wealth voting
ANC and the share of other voters voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls.
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Figure A4 - Vote for the ANC by education level, 1994-2019

Primary Secondary Tertiary

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by level of education.
Primary education includes those with no education at all.
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Figure A5 - Vote for the ANC among the primary educated, 1994-
2019

Difference between (% of primary educated voting ANC) and (% of other voters voting ANC)

After controlling for population group

After controlling for pop. group, age, gender, income, region, language, location, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of primary educated voters voting ANC and the
share of secondary/tertiary educated voters voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls.
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Figure A6 - Vote for the ANC by age group, 1994-2019

20-29 30-49 50+

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by age group.
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Figure A7 - Vote for the ANC by gender, 1994-2019

Women Men

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by gender.
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Figure A8 - Vote for the ANC by religious affiliation, 1994-2019

No religion Christian Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by religious affiliation.
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Figure A9 - Vote for the ANC by region, 1994-2019

KwaZulu-Natal
Eastern / Western / Northern Cape
Gauteng / Limpopo / Mpumalanga / North West
Free State

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the ANC in general elections by region.
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Figure A10 - Vote for the ANC among KwaZulu-Natal province 
residents, 1994-2019

Difference between (% KwaZulu-Natal region voting ANC) and (% other regions voting ANC)

After controlling for population group

After controlling for population group, income, education, age, gender, location, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of voters living in KwaZulu-Natal voting ANC and
the share of voters living in other regions voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls.
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Figure A11 - Vote for the ANC among residents of the Cape region, 
1994-2019

Difference between (% Cape region voting ANC) and (% other regions voting ANC)

After controlling for population group

After controlling for population group, income, education, age, gender, location, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of voters living in the Eastern, Northern or Western
Cape voting ANC and the share of voters living in other regions voting ANC in general elections, before and
after controls.



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1994 1999 2004 2009 2014 2019

Figure A12 - Vote for the ANC by location, 1994-2019

Urban areas Rural areas

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters living in urban areas voting ANC and the share of voters living in
rural areas voting ANC in general elections.
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Figure A13 - Vote for the ANC among rural areas, 1994-2019

Difference between (% of rural areas voting ANC) and (% of urban areas voting ANC)

After controlling for population group

After controlling for population group, age, gender, income, education, region, employment status

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the difference between the share of voters living in rural areas voting ANC and the
share of voters living in urban areas voting ANC in general elections, before and after controls.



Year Survey Source Sample size
1994 IDASA National Election Survey Datafirst 2517
1999 IDASA Opinion 99 Datafirst 3384
2004 SASAS 2004 Datafirst 5583
2009 SASAS 2009 Datafirst 3305
2014 SASAS 2014 Datafirst 3124
2019 SASAS 2017 Datafirst 3173

Table A1 - Survey data sources

Source: author's elaboration.
Note: the table shows the surveys used, the source from which these surveys can be obtained, and the 
sample size of each survey.



1994 1999 2004 2009 2014 2019
Age: 20-40 44% 39% 44% 42% 41% 42%
Age: 40-60 39% 39% 34% 34% 34% 35%
Age: 60+ 18% 22% 22% 24% 24% 23%
Education: Primary 82% 73% 63% 53% 55% 51%
Education: Secondary 13% 24% 32% 38% 40% 42%
Education: Tertiary 5% 4% 5% 8% 5% 8%
Language: Afrikaans 19% 18% 18% 18% 16% 14%
Language: English 12% 11% 11% 11% 10% 10%
Language: North Sotho 7% 10% 9% 7% 9% 10%
Language: Other 9% 8% 10% 11% 12% 12%
Language: South Sotho 8% 9% 8% 7% 8% 9%
Language: Tswana 8% 9% 7% 8% 9% 9%
Language: Xhosa 14% 16% 14% 16% 16% 14%
Language: Zulu 23% 20% 24% 22% 20% 22%
Population group: Black 69% 71% 72% 72% 74% 76%
Population group: White 19% 17% 15% 14% 13% 11%
Population group: Coloured 10% 9% 10% 11% 10% 10%
Population group: Indian 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%
Province: Cape 31% 27% 27% 29% 27% 25%
Province: Free State 6% 7% 6% 6% 5% 5%
Province: Kwazulu-Natal 22% 21% 21% 20% 18% 19%
Province: Northern 40% 45% 46% 45% 50% 51%
Rural areas 39% 44% 34% 33% 25% 31%
Gender: Men 48% 48% 47% 48% 49% 49%

Table A2 - Complete descriptive statistics

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the table shows descriptive statistics for selected available variables. In 2014, 74% of the voting age population considered itself to be 
Black, while 13% were White.



All Blacks All Blacks
Population group
Black 10% 10%
White 96% 1%
Coloured 77% 2%
Indian 70% 1%
Education
Primary 21% 6% 5% 6%
Secondary 33% 13% 12% 15%
Tertiary 63% 20% 9% 18%
Income
Bottom 50% 13% 8% 8% 8%
Middle 40% 26% 10% 8% 7%
Top 10% 68% 15% 11% 25%
Location
Urban 37% 11% 8% 11%
Rural 11% 7% 8% 9%
Region
Cape 38% 5% 7% 10%
Free State 14% 8% 9% 10%
Kwazulu-Natal 21% 13% 4% 4%
Northern 28% 10% 10% 12%
Gender
Woman 27% 10% 5% 6%
Man 31% 9% 11% 14%
Age
20-30 22% 12% 16% 18%
30-50 26% 8% 5% 7%
50+ 41% 7% 1% 2%
Language
Afrikaans / English 85% 32% 1% 4%
Other 9% 8% 13% 13%
Xhosa 6% 6% 9% 9%
Zulu 13% 13% 5% 5%

Democratic Alliance Economic Freedom Fighters

Table A3 - Structure of the vote for opposition
parties in South Africa, 2014-2019

Source: author's computations using South Africa political attitudes surveys.
Note: the table shows the share of votes received by the Democratic Alliance and the 
Economic Freedom Fighters among the overall population and among Blacks by selected 
individual characteristics, averaged over the 2014-2019 period.
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Figure B1 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by population group

Black Coloured Indian White

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by population group.
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Figure B2 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by language

Afrikaans English Zulu Xhosa

North Sotho South Sotho Tswana Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by language most spoken at home.
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Figure B3 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by region

Cape region Free State Kwazulu-Natal Gauteng / Limpopo / Mpumalanga / North West

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by region.
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Figure B4 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by education level

Primary Secondary Tertiary

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by level of education. Primary education includes those with no education at all.
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Figure B5 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by education group

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by education rank.
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Figure B6 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by income group

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by income group.
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Figure B7 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by wealth group

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by wealth group.
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Figure B8 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by location

Urban Rural

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by rural-urban location.
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Figure B9 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by gender

Woman Man

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by gender.
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Figure B10 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by age group

20-30 30-50 50+

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by age group among non-Blacks.
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Figure B11 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by language among non-Blacks

Afrikaans English Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by language most spoken at home among non-Blacks.
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Figure B12 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by region among non-Blacks

Cape region Free State Kwazulu-Natal Gauteng / Limpopo / Mpumalanga / North West

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by region among non-Blacks.
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Figure B13 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by education among non-blacks

Primary Secondary Tertiary

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by level of education among non-black voters. Primary education includes those
with no education at all.
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Figure B14 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by income quintile/decile 
among non-Blacks

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 D9 D10

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by income quintile and among the ningth decile and the top 10% of earners among
non-Blacks.
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Figure B15 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by income group among non-
Blacks

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by income group among non-Blacks (individuals are ranked according to their
income position in the non-Black population.
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Figure B16 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by location among non-Blacks

Urban Rural

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by rural-urban location among non-Blacks
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Figure B17 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by gender among non-Blacks

Woman Man

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by gender among non-Blacks.
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Figure B18 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by age group among non-
Blacks

20-30 30-50 50+

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by age group among non-Blacks.



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1994 1999 2004 2009 2014 2019

Figure C1 - The distribution of education levels in South Africa

Primary Secondary Tertiary

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of the South African electorate by education level.
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Figure C2 - The distribution of population groups in South Africa

Black Coloured Indian White

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of the South African electorate by population group.
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Figure C3 - The distribution of regions in South Africa

Eastern / Western / Northern Cape Gauteng / Limpopo / Mpumalanga / North West
Free State KwaZulu-Natal

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of the South African electorate by region.
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Figure C4 - The distribution of language in South Africa

Afrikaans English Zulu Xhosa Tswana North Sotho South Sotho Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of the South African electorate by main language spoken at home.
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Figure C5 - Distribution of age by race, 2019

20-39 40-59 60+

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of South African population groups by age group.
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Figure C6 - Distribution of education by race, 2019

Education: Primary Education: Secondary Education: Tertiary

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of South African population groups by education level.
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Figure C7 - Distribution of language by race, 2019

Afrikaans English Zulu Xhosa Tswana North Sotho South Sotho Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of population groups by language most spoken at home.
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Figure C8 - Distribution of rural-urban location by race, 2019

Rural Urban

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of South African population groups rural-urban location.
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Figure C9 - Distribution of regions of residence by race, 2019

Cape region Free State KwaZulu-Natal Gauteng / Limpopo / Mpumalanga / North West

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of South African population groups by region of residence.
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Figure C10 - Distribution of income quintiles / deciles by race, 2019

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 D9 D10

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the composition of South African population groups by income quintile / decile.
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Figure D1 - Electoral turnout in South Africa, 1994-2019

Source: author's elaboration using official election results.
Note: the figure shows the evolution of electoral turnout in South Africa.
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Figure D1 - Abstention by population group

Black Coloured Indian White

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by population group.
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Figure D3 - Abstention by language

Afrikaans English Zulu Xhosa

North Sotho South Sotho Tswana Other

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by language most spoken at
home.
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Figure D4 - Abstention by region

Cape region Free State Kwazulu-Natal Gauteng / Limpopo / Mpumalanga / North West

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by region.
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Figure D5 - Abstention by education level

Primary Secondary Tertiary

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining by level of education. Primary education includes
those with no education at all.
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Figure D6 - Abstention by education group

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters supporting the Democratic Party / National Party / New National
Party in general elections by level of education. Primary education includes those with no education at all.
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Figure D7 - Abstention by income group

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by income group.
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Figure D8 - Abstention by wealth group

Bottom 50% Middle 40% Top 10%

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by wealth group.
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Figure D9 - Vote for DA / NP / NNP by location

Urban Rural

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by rural-urban location.
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Figure D10 - Abstention by gender

Woman Man

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by gender.
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Figure D11 - Abstention by age group

20-30 30-50 50+

Source: author's computations using South African political attitudes surveys.
Note: the figure shows the share of voters abstaining in general elections by age group.


